Vehicle Security
YOU CAN PREVENT CAR THEFT!
Most cars are taken by amateurs who can be stopped fairly easily. Protect your car against this
type of crime by taking the following sensible precautions:

Lock up
• An unlocked car is an open invitation to a car thief. Lock up when you leave your car, and take
the keys with you.
• Lock the trunk or tailgate.
• Close all windows – professional thieves have tools that unlock cars through the smallest
openings.
• Be sure vent or wind-wing windows are shut tight and locked.
• When you park the car, remove cellular phones, stereos and other valuable possessions. Do not
leave gift-wrapped packages or cameras lying on the seat. Lock all valuables in your trunk or
take them with you.
• Lock your car even if you are making a quick stop at the gas station, convenience store or minimall.

Park carefully
• Don’t leave an auto in unattended public parking lots for an extended period. A car is five times
more likely to be stolen from an unattended lot than from the street or attended lot.
• If possible, park your car in a lot where you don’t have to leave your keys.
• Never attach a tag with your name and address to your key ring. If the keys are lost or stolen,
the tag will lead the thief directly to your car and your home. If you have to leave your keys with
a parking attendant, leave only the ignition key.
• At night, park in well-lit areas with lots of people around.
• Turn wheels sharply toward the curb when parking, this makes it extra difficult for thieves to tow
your car.

Operation I.D.
• With an electric engraver, etch your driver’s license number (preceded by the letters “CA”) on
stereo equipment and other valuable items.
• Record your vehicle identification number (located on a small metal plate on the dashboard of
newer cars) and store it in a safe place.
Keep the vehicle registration in your wallet or purse, not in your car.

Use anti-theft devices
• When buying a car, check the manufacturer’s list of anti-theft options, such as interior hood and
trunk releases, locking steering columns and others.
• Consider the purchase and installation of security devices, such as:
– Interior hood lock release.
– Second ignition switch or “kill switch” to prevent electrical current from reaching the coil
distributor.
– Fuel switch to prevent fuel from reaching the carburetor.

–
–
–
–

Locking gas cap.
Locking devices for batteries, wheels, decks, etc.
Alarm device to activate a siren, horn or lights – or all three – to frighten the thief away.
Device that attaches to the steering wheel or brake pedal.

Carjacking
This is a violent, random form of auto theft. A driver of any vehicle can be a target of someone
with a weapon. It can happen anywhere, day or night. Here are some precautions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep your doors locked.
Park in well-lit, busy areas.
Be alert of your surroundings, of people approaching your vehicle.
Stick with the traffic, avoid lightly traveled streets, especially after dark.
Keep car and house keys on separate key chains.
Keep the garage door opener in your purse or briefcase.
When stopped in traffic, always leave enough room to make an emergency getaway.
If someone is threatening you with a weapon, give up the vehicle — it’s not worth your life.

How to prevent theft of other motor vehicles
Thefts of snowmobiles, motorcycles, boats and trail-bikes are also increasing. Many of the same
precautions that apply to cars also apply to recreational vehicles.
Lock It
• Make sure all easy-to-carry items like motors, water skis and camping gear are locked up before
leaving your vehicle.
Chain It
• Vehicles carried on trailers should be secured with a strong chain and padlock.
• When the trailer is not attached to your car, secure it with a heavy chain and lock to a stationary
object.
• Chain your motorcycle or snowmobile to a stationary object such as a lamppost or sewer
grating. Even when your vehicle is in the garage, use a heavy chain and padlock that resists
conventional steel hacksaw blades.
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Vacation Security
Vacation is a time for fun and relaxation
relaxation. Don’t let yours be ruined by
crime. Follow the crime prevention tips below.

Before leaving . . .
• Install good locks on all doors and windows, and USE THEM!
• Engrave your valuables with your drivers license number (preceded by “CA”) and post Operation
I.D. stickers in entry doors and windows.
• Never leave your house key hidden outside under a doormat, in a flower pot, or on the ledge of
a door.
• Make your house appear “lived in.” Use timers for lights and radios. Have a neighbor or a friend
pick up mail, packages and newspapers, and keep the lawns mowed and watered.
• Leave your trip plans and an emergency phone number with trusted neighbors or friends.

On the road
• Never carry large amounts of cash; use traveler’s checks. If you must carry large sums of money,
do not display it openly.
• Keep a record of traveler’s check numbers and your credit card numbers in a safe place. Have
the telephone numbers to call in case your checks or credit cards are lost or stolen.
• Be aware of your surroundings and never advertise your plans to strangers; this incudes travel
routes and the amount of cash you are carrying.
• Do not stop to offer help to a stranded motorist. Go to the nearest phone booth and call for
assistance.
• If you suspect someone is following you, drive to the nearest service station, restaurant or business and call the police or sheriff’s department. If you believe it is unsafe to get out of your car,
sound your horn and flash your lights to draw attention.
• If your car breaks down, raise the hood and attach a white flag to the antenna. If someone
stops to help, it is advisable that you stay in your locked car and ask them to call the police or a
garage. If you must abandon your car, keep all passengers together.

Car Security
• Always lock your car after entering or leaving it.
• Park in well-lighted areas.
• Check the back seat before entering your car.
• Mark your car radio and other removable car equipment with your driver’s license number
(preceded by “CA”).
• Always lock valuables out of sight, preferably in the trunk. Always carry wallet, checkbooks and
purses with you.
• Do not advertise that you are a tourist. Place maps and travel brochures in the glove compartment.

Sight-seeing
Remember: Planning reduces your chances of becoming the victim of a crime.
• Ask for directions at a hotel/motel on how to get to those attractions you want to visit.
• Select tour guides carefully.

• Ask if there are any areas in town you should avoid. Stick to well-lighted main streets and public
areas.
• Looking lost (stopping and looking at addresses or staring at street signs) may make you look like
an easy target for crime. If you do get lost, find an open business and ask for directions.
• Only carry with you the cash you will need, and only small denominations.
• If older children go off separately, be sure they understand the importance of keeping track of
time and returning promptly at appointed hours.

Hotel and motel security
When staying overnight at a hotel or motel, remember the following:
• Determine the most direct route to and from your room, to the fire escapes, elevators and
nearest phone.
• When occupying or leaving your room, use all auxiliary locking devices on doors and windows.
(You may want to pur-chase a portable door lock for traveling.)
• Use the door viewer to identify anyone requesting entry. Open the door only if you are certain
the person has a legitimate reason to enter your room. If in doubt, call the hotel/motel office.
• Unpack and place belongings in the closet and dresser. Arrange your things so you’ll know if
anything is missing.
• Consider locking any electrical appliances (blow dryers, electrical shavers, etc.) in your luggage.
Suitcases should always be locked so they can not be used to carry your property out of your
room.
• Never leave money, checks, credit cards or car keys in the room. Take them with you.
• Place extra cash, expensive jewelry or other valuables (furs, gems, gold, or silver) in the hotel/
motel safe.
• Report any lost or stolen items to the hotel/motel management and to the police.
• Report to the management any suspicious movements in the corridors or rooms.
Remember– the only way to stop crime is to get involved in crime prevention.
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Recreational Security
Camping
C
i
Packing your gear and getting out of town is great. Stay safe and make your trip more enjoyable
by following these simple tips:
• Avoid camping alone in isolated areas.
• Park your vehicle so it cannot be blocked by another vehicle in case of an emergency.
• Familiarize yourself with local emergency locations and phone numbers in case of accidents or
crime.
• Avoid leaving your camping gear (cook stove, lantern, ice chest, chairs, etc.) out in the open
unattended.
• Get to know your neighbors and help protect each other’s belongings.
• Avoid walking alone at night.
• Carry a spare lock so you can use storage containers available at many parks.
• Use a chain and lock to secure propane tanks, extra fuel tanks, portable generators, spare tires,
bicycles, etc.
• Always lock your camping trailer when you leave the vicinity.
• Install a locking device on the trailer towing hitch, so your trailer cannot be towed away.
• Before taking weapons with you, be aware of regulations. In many parks and wildlife refuges,
it is against the law to carry weapons.
• Report any suspicious activities and all crimes to the proper authorities – in parks, the park
ranger, on private land, the sheriff or police.

When Boating
• Never overload your boat beyond recommended capacity.
• Never leave your keys aboard — even in a “hidden” place.
• Always moor you boat with a chain or cable. Use a good lock and secure the cable or chain
around something that cannot be moved or that will not allow the cable or chain to be lifted
over it or torn loose.
• Secure outboard motors with special transom bolts or clamping screw locks.
• Consider leaving your engine out of commission when you are away — remove the rotor; install
a hidden cut-off switch; drain the fuel; remove a spark plug or the propeller.
• Before leaving your boat moored, secure all removable items. Never leave fishing equipment
unattended.

Vehicle Security
If it’s not possible to park your vehicle within eyesight of your group, leave it some place where it
can be watched by park patrols or someone you know; or arrange for someone to drop you off
and pick you up later. Other prevention techniques:
• If you must leave valuables in your vehicle, place them in the trunk — not under the front seat or
hidden under clothing. (Be cautious that you are not being observed when putting valuables in
your trunk.)
• Install a locking hood latch.
• Use locking racks for sports equipment.

• Install an alarm device in your vehicle which will activate a siren, horn or lights to frighten thieves
away.
• Equip your vehicle with locking lug nuts to prevent your wheels from being stolen.
• Install a battery locking device to prevent the battery from being stolen.

Mark your Property!
Like your TV, VCR, stereo and other belongings at home, camping equipment is also vulnerable to
theft, especially when left in the open. Mark all your belongings with your California driver license
number, and keep a record of equipment.
• Mark your tent, sleeping bags and clothing with indelible ink.
• Engrave your food locker, thermos, coolers, lamps and flashlights — and don’t forget to also
mark your fishing poles, tackle boxes, backpacks, barbecue grills, snorkels and fins.

Safety Precautions
• Be sure everyone in your party is aware of park/campground rules and regulations.
• When hiking, backpacking or cross-country skiing, notify the ranger or campground host of your
plans, including the trails you are taking, the expected time of your return and the name of a
friend or relative to be notified in case of an emergency.
• Consider having everyone carry a whistle to use in case of an emergency.
• Never let children wander off by themselves or leave them unattended near a body of water.
• If you are being annoyed by a discourteous person(s), report the person(s) to the police or park
ranger.

You Can Help!
Remember, parks and wilderness areas are for everyone’s use. Be sure to pick up your litter and
extinguish all fires, so that we can preserve the natural beauty of our parks. Report any suspicious
activity you witness to park rangers.

Crime and Violence Prevention Center
California Attorney General's Office
Bill Lockyer, Attorney General

Personal Security
MAKE LIFE HARDER FOR CRIMINALS
This brochure is full of tips that can help you avoid becoming a victim of a crime when you are out
and about or at work.
By taking a few simple precautions, you can reduce the risk to yourself, and also discourage those
who commit crime.

Be prepared
• Always be alert and aware of the people around you.
• Educate yourself concerning prevention tactics.
• Be aware of locations and situations which would make you vulnerable to crime, such as alleys
and dark parking lots.

Street precautions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be alert to your surroundings and the people around you, especially if you are alone or it is dark.
Whenever possible, travel with a friend.
Stay in well-lighted areas as much as possible.
Walk close to the curb. Avoid doorways, bushes and alleys where someone could hide.
Walk confidently, and at a steady pace.
Make eye contact with people when walking.
Do not respond to conversation from strangers on the street, continue walking.
If you carry a purse, hold it securely between your arm and your body.

Car safety
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always lock car doors after entering or leaving your car.
Park in well-lighted areas.
Have your car keys in your hand so you don’t have to linger before entering your car.
Check the back seat before entering your car.
If you think you are being followed, drive to a public place.
If your car breaks down, open the hood and attach a white cloth to the car antenna. If someone
stops to help, stay in the locked car, roll down the window a little and ask them to call a tow
service.
• Don’t stop to aid motorists stopped on the side of the road. Go to a phone and request help for
them.

Waiting for a bus
• Avoid isolated bus stops.
• Stand away from the curb until the bus arrives.
• Don’t open your purse or wallet while boarding the bus. Have your pass or money already in
your hand.
• Don’t invite trouble — keep gold chains out of sight; don’t flash your jewelry; and turn your
rings around so the stones don’t show.

On the bus
•
•
•
•

During off-hours, sit as close to the bus driver as possible.
Stay alert — and be aware of the people around you.
If someone bothers you, change seats and/or tell the driver.
Carry your wallet inside your coat, or in a front pocket. A comb, placed horizontally in the fold
of your wallet, will alert you if someone tries to remove it from your pocket.
• Keep your handbag in front of you and hold it close to your body with both hands.
• Check your purse or wallet if someone is jostling, crowding, or pushing you.
• If you see any suspicious activity, tell the driver.

Office security
• Never leave your purse or billfold in plain view or in the pocket of a jacket hanging on a door.
• Personal property should be marked with your driver’s license number (preceded with the letters
‘CA’).
• Don’t leave cash or valuables at the office.
• If you work alone or before/after normal business hours, keep the office door locked.
• If you work late, try to find another worker or a security guard to walk out with you.
• If you are in the elevator with another person, stand near the control panel. If you are attacked,
press the alarm and as many of the control buttons as possible.
• Be alert for pickpockets on crowded elevators.
• Report all suspicious people and activities to the proper authorities: office manager, building
security, law enforcement.
• Be aware of escape routes for emergencies, and post the phone numbers of the police or sheriff
and fire department near telephones. Call 911 if the situation is life-threatening.

If a crime occurs – report it!
Everyone should consider it his/her responsibility to report crime. Many criminals target favorite
areas and have predictable methods of operation. When you report all the facts about a crime,
it helps the police assign officers in the places where crimes are occurring or where they are most
likely to occur. At least one out of two crimes in the United States goes unreported, either because people don’t think law enforcement can do anything about it, or because people don’t
want to get involved. If you don’t report crime, the criminal can continue to operate without
interference.
In many cases, it is the information provided by victims and witnesses that leads to the arrest of a
criminal. So tell law enforcement as much as you can; no fact is too trivial. They need the eyes
and ears of all citizens.

Crime and Violence Prevention Center
California Attorney General's Office
Bill Lockyer, Attorney General

Make Robbery Risky
ROBBERY
It is a crime “against the person” and a frightening experience. It can result in injury or even death
to the victim. In pro-tecting your business from robbery, it is important to remember to take preventive measures and make it obvious that those measures have been taken.

How to discourage robbery
• Avoid working alone. If you must, turn on a hidden radio or TV so robbers will think there is
someone with you.
• Vary the schedule and route for your bank deposits each day. Keep only necessary cash in the
drawer. Then, if you are robbed, you’ll reduce your losses.
• Make sure your cash register is clearly visible to passers-by. Arrange the counter so that the
customer or robber is visible from the street.
• Avoid placing signs or displays near windows which block visibility from the street.
• If your business runs an exceptionally high risk of robbery, you may want to invest in a bulletproof cashier screen. A screen “defuses” the robbers threat, but other prevention measures may
be equally effective at lower cost.
• Display signs at entrances and exits indicating that safes require secondary keys not in the possession of employees.
• Advertise your security alarm system with signs in visible locations. Make sure your employees
know how to operate a panic button if one is included in your alarm system.
• Develop a mutual aid system among stores on your block. Agree to keep an eye on each other’s
buildings and watch for any suspicious activities. Install “buddy buzzer” alarms so you can signal
your neighbor to call law enforcement if you are being robbed.

More tips
• Record the serial number of the bottom bill in each bin of the cash drawer, and instruct employees not to use these bills in making change.
• Place colored tape markers at exits, at heights of 5 feet 6 inches and 6 feet. If you are robbed,
you can then get an accurate estimate of the suspect’s height as he or she leaves.
• Keep “bait” money in a spare compartment of cash registers. The bait packet should be separated by face value as other bills. Keep a list of the serial numbers to give to law enforcement
officials if you are robbed.

If a robbery happens
Someone points a gun at you and demands your money. What do you do? Give it to him. Never
refuse a robber!
If you have a silent alarm and can reach it unnoticed, use it. Otherwise, wait until the robber
leaves. (Use your alarm with care. Excessive false alarms can cause problems for law enforcement
and for you).

If possible, signal other employees – have a prearranged signal for such emergencies. Again, if
the robber will see you, wait. Try to avoid sudden moves. Many robbers are just as nervous as you
are.
The most important thing to do if you’re robbed: observe. The description of the suspect you give
to law enforcement may be the only information they have to go on.

After a robbery
• Call 9-1-1.
• Write down everything you can remember about the robber and the crime itself: the robber’s
appearance (height, weight, color of hair and eyes, scars, tattoos, accent, anything unusual) and
as much as possible about his clothing, weapon and mannerisms. Try to remember the robber’s
exact words and try to observe any vehicle the robber uses to get away and the direction of
travel.
• Keep everyone away from the surfaces or objects the robber may have touched.
• Cooperate fully with the law enforcement and prosecutors. Your help is crucial.
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Home Security
The facts about burglary...
burglary
• Criminals committed almost 300,000 burglaries in California in 1997. That's almost one burglary
every 2 minutes!
• In nearly half of these burglaries, no force was used. That means the burglars got in through
UNLOCKED doors and windows.

Most of these burglaries could be prevented.
• Always lock your doors and windows even when leaving for “just a minute.”
• Never leave a house key available: under a doormat, in a flower pot, or on the ledge of the door.
These are the first places a burglar will look.
If you would like to make life even harder for crooks — remember the following tips:
• Exterior doors should have “dead bolt” locks with a 1 inch strong metal bar extending into the
door frame.
• Sliding doors and windows should all have “ventilation” locks as well as auxiliary locks to bolster
security.
• Be sure to include good locks for garage, cellar, patio, or other doors that lead out through
storage areas or a spare room.
• For more information on locks, contact your local law enforcement agency or write for the
Attorney General's Home Security Handbook.

Going Out?
• Lock all doors and windows.
• Use timers so that lights, radio, and TV go on and off throughout the house to indicate someone
is home.
• For longer trips, be sure to stop mail and newspaper delivery or have a neighbor collect them
daily.
• In short, make your house look “LIVED IN.”
Remember, if you come home and see a broken window or a jimmied door, don’t go in.
Confronting a burglar can be dangerous. Phone your local law enforcement agency immediately.

Other Tips
• Install a wide angle lens viewer in the front door. Never open the door without knowing who is
there.
• Consider alarm systems.
• Whenever you move to a new home, have the locks changed.

Operation I.D.
Another deterrent to “would be” burglars is Operation Identification.
• Mark your valuables with your driver’s license number preceded by the letters “CA.” Burglars
don’t want marked merchandise because it is difficult to fence and evidence of guilt if they are
caught.

• Post Operation I.D. stickers in doors and windows to warn housebreakers to stay away.
• Photograph those items that cannot be engraved (jewelry, silverware, antiques).
• Operation I.D. also facilitates the return of stolen property when it is recovered.

“Don’t let them knock your block off!”
Want to know the best crime prevention tool ever invented?
A GOOD NEIGHBOR!
• Law enforcement officers can’t be everywhere at once, but you and your neighbors can. You’re
the ones who really know what’s going on in the neighborhood.
• Put that neighborhood know–how to work. It’s simple: just use your eyes and ears — then your
telephone. If you spot something suspicious, call the police or sheriff immediately.
• Don’t try to stop a criminal yourself — it can be dangerous.
• Neighbors working together in cooper-ation with law enforcement make one of the best crime
fighting teams around.
• For more information on how to start your own NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GROUP — contact
your local law enforcement agency or write the Attorney General’s Crime and Violence Prevention Center for your own Neighborhood Watch Guide.
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